Materials and Methods

Specimens.
Female Wistar rats aged 7-8 weeks were sacrificed after 48 hr of starvation.
The jejunum and the esophagus (the middle third) were ISEKI, MOffi The section was digested with RNase and stained with MG-P following treatment with 0.03 N HCI for 5 mm at room temperature.
Note that the crypt cell nuclei are stained blue-green and the villus cell nuclei lavender.
The mitotic cell nuclei (arrows) are stained lavender.
Original magnification x225. Bar = 50 tim. So fan, the procedure described in the Materials and Methods section has produced the best results.
Our results indicate that increasing the acid strength increases the pyroninophilia of the nuclei and that the nuclei of the crypt cells are more resistant to the acid treatment (in regard to staining with MG-P) than villus cell nuclei.
Esophageal Mucosa
In the esophageal mucosa, Leblond and colleagues (20,23) descnibed the proliferating cell population in the basal layer of the squamous epithelium.
As the cells move up through the spinous and granular layers, they cease to synthesize DNA, and differentiate into keratin-producing epithelial cells. Figure 2 shows a section of rat esophageal mucosa stained with MG-P following treatment with 0.03 N HCI for 5 mm. 
